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1800 miles,  while the  Ganges  is  1550 miles, in
length.

The western portions of the Indian Empire
comprise the great deserts of Baluchistan, Sind,
and Rajputana. From the valley of the Ganges
to the south the country slopes upwards to Central
India, where at an elevation of 2000 feet the climate
is cool and pleasant in winter, and bearable in the
hot weather. The same may be said of the Central
Provinces, with their sacred river the Narbada.
Further south again, the Deccan plateau with its
wide and stony wolds is more extensive than the
low-lying land on either side of it, which is again
the hot traditional India.

The Western Ghauts rise to an altitude of
8000 feet in the Nilgiris, which enjoy sub-tropical
vegetation, an abundant rainfall, and an altogether
admirable climate, nor are the Aneimalei Hills
much inferior in height, beauty, and climate to the
Nilgiris.

' The forests vary widely in character, from the
huge trees and impenetrable vegetation of the sub-
Himalayan Terai, comparatively sparse and stunted
trees of the central highlands, and the dense over-
grown jungles of the west coast, which are impass-
able, except along the tracks made by the only
Engineers of these wild woods, the elephants.

The flora of India is as varied as its climate,
which changes from torrid to arctic, and from the